This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims : 
We claim; 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) tJse-ef- Rev - erb reenters - and/or the response 

eleme nt thereof or a f unct i o na l- equivalent of thes e recepto r s-te A method of screening for a 
substance scr een - substances which are is useful in the treatment of a lipid metabolism 
dysfaftfrtieBfl dysfunction comprising contacting said substance with an Rev-erb receptor and/or 
the response element thereof or a functional equivalent thereof. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The method tfee according to Claim L ehante terized 

m4hat- wherein the Rev-erb receptor and the Rev-erb receptor response element are the hRev-erba 
receptor and the hRev-erba receptor response element. 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) Process A process for screening substances a 

substance which are is useful in the treatment of a lipid metabolism dysfunction dysfunctions , 
ehagaet erized: — H*~that comprising the 

placing a test substance is placed in contact with a receptor of the Rev-erb family and/or a 
Rev-erb receptor response element, and/or a nuclear factor capable of functionally coupling Rev- 
erb to the RNA-polymerase complex, or a functional equivalent thereof, 
and 

measuring: 

■■■ ifl-thafr - th e- following are meas^red-by-an ^- appropriate means:--- 

(a) the binding of the said test substance to the Rev-erb receptor 

or 

the binding of the complex formed from the said substance and the Rev-erb receptor to its 
response element and/or to a nuclear factor capable of functionally coupling Rev-erb to 
the RNApolymerase complex, 

and/or 

(b} the modulation of the transcriptional activity of the genes placed under the control of a 
promoter comprising the Rev-erb response element. 



Serial No.: 09/720,037 



2 



MERCK-2179 



Claim 4, (Currently amended) A process P - roeess -for screening substances which 

are usefui in the treatment of lipid metabolism dysfunctions, wh i c h cons ists4n - comprising 
determining the effect of the test substance on the modulation of the expression of the gene 
coding for the Rev-erb receptor. 

Claim 5. (Currently amended) Use-e£a- substance selected by a screening-proe -ess 

according t o C la i ms 3 T -A . method for the preparation of a- composition, in particu ktr a 

pharmaceutical composition-whi eh is useful for the treatment of lipid metabolism dysfunctions 
associated with apolipoprotein C-III in man or animals comp rising selecting a substance 
identified by a sc reening process according to Claims 3. 

Claim 6. (Currently amended) Use of a ^bs^ anGe - whieh - i -s- e - ap ab le of binding to 

the Rev-e^b-reeeptor or to the respo BS^-ri ement-there e^ A method for the preparation of a 

pharmaceutical composition which is useful - for the treatment and/or prevention of lipid 
metabolism dysfunctions associated with apolipoprotein C-III in man or animals comprising 
identifying a substan ce which is ca pable of binding to the Rev-erb receptor or to the response 
eleme n t thereof 

Claim 7, (Currently amended) Use of a substance whieh iscapable o f m o dulating 

th^-tem s&r - iptienal " a cti vity e£ a gene placed - a nd er the c entrol - of a promoter comp m mg - the Rev - 
e rb receptor response element, for A method for the preparation of a pharmaceutical composition 
which is u sefekfor the treatment and/or prevention of lipid metabolism dysfunctions associated 
with apolipoprotein C-III in man or animals comprising identifying a substance which is capable 
of modulating the transcriptional activity of a gene placed under the control of a promoter 
comprising the Rev-erb receptor response element. 

Claim 8* (Currently amended) Use of a- substance which is ca p able of modulatin g 

th e expression of fe e^g ene eeding -- fer the Rev erb re eepter A method for the preparation of a 
composition, in-pa - rti - e^l ai Ki pharmac euti ea - ^eemp os iti e n, which is usefu l for the treatment and/or 
prevention of lipid metabolism dysfunctions associated with apolipoprotein C-III in man or 
animals comprising identifying a substance which is capable of modulating the expression of the 
gene coding for the Rev-erb receptor . 
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Claim 9. (Currently amended) fcfe c of a screening pre ee^ s - aee0Fding4e - Gl - aie i^ A 

method for the characterization or testing , j us ti fi catioH-and - e - la ^ m of the mechanism of action of 
s ubstances possessin g a substan ce having anti-atherosclerotic properties u s ing th e-Rev — e*fe 
f eeeptors and/or ' the response elements thereof, 
comprising 

placing sai d substance in contact with a receptor of the Rev-erb family and/or a Rev-erb 
receptor response eleme nt, a nd/or a nuclear factor ca pable of functionaily coupling Rev- 
erb to the RNA-poIvmerase co m plex, or a functional equivalent thereof, 

and 

measuring: 

(a) the binding of said substance to the Rev-erb receptor 
or 

the binding of the comp lex for med from said substance and the Rev-erb receptor to its 
response element and/or to a nuclear factor capable of functionally coupling Rev-erb to 
the RNApolymerase c omplex, 

and/or 

(b) the modulati on, of t he transcriptional activity of the ge nes pla ced under the control of a 
promoter comprising the Rev-e rb res ponse element as well as -their effect o n- apo C III 

Claim 10* (New) The method according to claim 3 5 comprising measuring the expression 
level of apolipoprotein C-III (apo C-III), 

Claim 11, (New) The method according to claim 10 wherein a reduction in the expression 
level of said apolipoprotein C-III (apo C-III) in presence of said test compound indicates that said 
test compound is useful in the treatment of a lipid metabolism dysfunction. 

Claim 12. (New) The method according to claim 9, comprising measuring the expression 
level of apolipoprotein C-III (apo C-III). 

Claim 13. (New) The method according to claim 12 wherein a reduction in the expression 
level of said apolipoprotein C-III (apo C-III) in presence of said compound indicates that said 
compound has anti-atherosclerotic property. 
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